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A Brief Biographical Sketch


Rick Schoell is currently Executive Director for Governmental Relations and Director for Federal Relations at the University of Illinois.  In addition to serving as one of eleven University Officers, he has primary responsibility for management of the federal and state governmental relations programs for the three campuses of the University of Illinois.  He is Chair of the University Governmental Relations Management Team and is the senior policy advisor and strategist.  He serves on the Council for Federal Relations of the Association of American Universities, is a member of the Board of Directors of the International Arid Lands Consortium and chairs the Committee on Program Priorities for IALC, and is a member of the Carle Foundation and the Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant Advisory Board.

Prior to joining the University of Illinois, Rick served for five years as Director of the Illinois State Legislature's Washington, D.C. office.  Before going to Washington, he worked for three years as a research analyst for the Illinois Commission on Intergovernmental Cooperation in Springfield, Illinois.  He also spent time as State Government Relations Manager for Household International Incorporated in Prospect Heights, Illinois.


Rick earned his B.A. and M.A. from the University of Iowa.  Among his many activities, he has served as Co-Chair of the Council on Governmental Affairs and was a member of the 
Board of Directors for the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges.  Rick was also a past member of the National Conference of State Legislatures Executive Committee and was a part time instructor for courses in American Government and Politics at Lincoln Land Community College.

