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For a price, you can acquire unearned academic degrees from non-existent universities that market diplomas over the internet. The most sophisticated of these diploma mill cartels, based in Spokane, Washington, is now the subject of a multi-agency criminal investigation. It has used the turmoil in Western Africa to foster the illusion of recognition and accreditation by the Republic of Liberia. The credentials were obtained through bribery, and are no more legitimate than the supporting web of fake diplomatic missions, schools, accreditors, and credential evaluators created by the "Saint Regis" gang. Their operation spans at least eighteen states and twenty-one countries, and their stable of schools has included over fifty diploma mills, some of which purport to be medical schools.

From this dramatic case study related issues in higher education accreditation, regulation, and enforcement will be explored. 
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