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While the 1940 Statement on Academic Freedom and Tenure is widely recognized as the basis for modern policies and procedural protections for academic freedom and tenure, the period that saw its development has been largely ignored by the scholarly community.  This talk examines the development of academic freedom during the years between the founding of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) and the release of the 1940 Statement, demonstrating that competing organizational issues and pressures helped shape modern understandings of educational liberty.  While the significance of the AAUP is acknowledged, this talk emphasizes the effects of other organizations in protecting and promoting academic freedom and tenure, arguing that groups including the American Federation of Teachers played important, if controversial, roles.  In doing so, it elucidates the lasting effects of these alternate approaches while considering the argument that the AAUP cleaved the radical wing of the faculty for the protections that tenure could offer.
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