Creating

Web Pages with Netscape Composer
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Creating Web Pages with Netscape Composer

Netscape Composer allows you to create Web pages in the html format.  

Creating a New Page

1. Pull down the File menu

2. Choose New and then Blank Page
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Saving A Web Page

1. Pull down the File menu and choose Save
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2. Choose a location to save to

3. Type a filename with .html at the end
4. Click on the Save button

Setting Page Properties, Colors, and backgrounds

The information you specify in the Page Properties dialog box helps readers locate your document on the Web.

To Set the Page Properties:

1. Format menu

2. Page Properties
3. Click on the General tab and fill in the blanks.  The table below contains descriptions for the page property units.

	Option
	Description

	Location
	Shows the location of the current document on your computer's disk. You cannot change this field.

	Title
	Type the text you want to appear in the window title when someone views the page through a browser. This is how most web search tools locate web pages, so choose a title that conveys what your page is about.

	Author
	Type the name of the person who created the document. This information is helpful to readers who find your document by using a web search tool.

	Description
	Briefly describe the document's contents.

	Other Attributes
	The keywords you type here help searching services lead users to your document on the Web. Type the category name (obtained from a catalog server) you think best applies to your document. Classification names are another method used by searching services to locate documents.


The Colors and Background section of the Page Properties dialog box lets you set a background color or image for your page and choose colors for links.

To set Page Colors and Background:

1. Format menu

2. Page Properties
3. Click on the Colors and Background tab. The table below describes the options:

	Option
	Description

	Use viewer's browser colors
	The viewer's color preferences (specified in the General preferences panel) will be used.

	Use custom colors
	Lets you specify color for text, links, and background. Click the button to display the color palette and select the color you

want.

	Color Schemes
	Lets you select a scheme from the list

	Use image
	Click to use an image as the page background. Type the name of an image file. If you're not sure of the filename or file location, click Choose File to find the image file on your hard disk or network. Background images are tiled and override background color.  You can use .gif, .jpg, .jpeg, .bmp files.

	Leave image at the original location
	Normally Composer makes a copy of the image and places it in the same directory (folder) as your page. If you don't want a copy made, click this option.

	Save these settings for new pages
	Click this option if you want your settings to apply to any new web pages you create.


Character Formats

When entering text in Netscape Composer, you can apply many character formats such as Bold and Italics.

To Apply Character Formatting:

1. Format menu

2. Style
3. Choose a Style from the list

4. You can also use the many tools on the Formatting Toolbar

To Change Text Color:

1. Format menu

2. Color…
3. Choose a color style on the left-hand side

4. Pick a color and click on OK
Fonts

The current Font setting is variable width. This font is determined by your font setting in the Preference dialog box (Edit menu, Preferences). The default variable width font setting is Times.  If you choose to change the fonts in your Web page, choose fonts that are commonly found on all computers, such as Times, Times New Roman, Arial, and Courier.

Inserting Horizontal Lines

1. Insert menu

2. Horizontal line
3. Double-click on the line to change the options.

Paragraph formats

Use the tools on the Formatting Toolbar to change the paragraph formats.
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Heading Styles

Headings divide sections of text. Use headings in your pages to standardize the look of text. The HTML language provides six heading levels 1-6. Headings differ from normal text by their type size. 

Heading 1 is a 24-point font size.

Heading 2 is 18 points.

Heading 3 is 14 points.

Heading 4 is 12 points.

Heading 5 is 9 points.

Heading 6 is 7 points.

The Normal style is 12 points.

Spell Check

1. Tools menu

2. Check Spelling
Hyperlinks

Hyperlinks are what make the Web so useful. Hyperlinks can link you to other Web sites, other Web pages within the same site, and to email addresses.

To Hyperlink to Another Web Site:

1. Select the text or image you would like to link

2. Insert menu

3. Link
4. In the URL (Page Location) or File box, type http:// followed by the Web address (such as www.apple.com)

5. Click on OK
To Hyperlink to a Page in Your Web Site:

1. Select the text or image you would like to link

2. Insert menu

3. Link
4. In the URL (Page Location) or File box, type the filename (just the filename, nothing before it or after it)
5. Click on OK
To Hyperlink to an Email Address:

1. Select the text or image you would like to link

2. Insert menu

3. Link
4. In the URL (Page Location) or File box, type mailto: followed by the email address (such as schandle@uiuc.edu)

5. Click on OK
Hyperlink to Targets

You can also choose to hyperlink to a specific place that has been marked within a page, called a Target.

To Create a Target:

1. Select the text to mark

2. Insert menu

3. Target
4. Type a name for the target and click on OK
To Link to the Target:

1. Select the text or image you would like to link

2. Insert menu

3. Link
4. If you are linking to a target on the current page: In the Link to a Named Target… box, choose the target from the list.

5. If you are linking to a target on another page:  In the URL (Page Location) or File box, type the filename, in the Show Targets In area, choose Selected File, and in the Link to a Named Target… box, choose the target from the list.

Tables

Tables are very useful in creating Web pages.  The HTML language does not accept tabs, as in tabular columns, so you would need to put tabular columns in a table.  Tables also allow you to place text and pictures where you would like them on the page.

To Insert a Table:

1. Insert menu

2. Table, Table
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3. The following tables describes the options in the Insert Table dialog box:

	Option
	Description

	Table Alignment
	Aligns the table within the document

	Horizontal Alignment and Vertical Alignment
	Aligns the text within each row or cell. Default leaves the alignment as it was when the table was created.

	Include caption
	Inserts space for a caption, either above or below the table.

	Border line width
	Enter a number for the size, in pixels, of the border lines around cells (table items). Enter 0 for no border. Note: Composer displays a zero (0) border as dotted outlines; no borders appear when the page is viewed through a browser.

	Cell spacing
	Enter a number for the space, in pixels, between cells.

	Cell padding
	Enter a number for the padding, in pixels, within each cell. This sets the margins of each cell.

	Table width
	Enter a number for the width of the table. Choose "% of window" or "pixels." If you specify width as a percentage, the table width changes whenever the window width changes.

	Table min. height
	Enter a number for the minimum height of the table. This is the smallest height the table can have. If you add text to the table, the table is resized to fit. Choose "% of window" or "pixels." If you specify height as a percentage, the table height changes whenever the window height changes.

Note: If you are inserting a table within a table, the minimum width and height of the nested table can be percentages of the parent cell.

	Equal column widths
	Makes all cells the same width. Deselect this if you want to size each cell individually.

	Cell width
	Enter a number for the width of the cell. Choose "% of table" or "pixels." If you specify width as a percentage, the cell width changes whenever the table width changes.

	Cell min. height
	Enter a number for the minimum height of the cell. This is the smallest height the cell can have. If you add text to the cell, it is resized to fit. Choose "% of table" or "pixels." If you specify height as a percentage, the cell height changes whenever the table height changes.

Note: If you are modifying a table that's within a cell, the minimum width and height of the nested table can be percentages of the parent cell

	Cell spans
	Type numbers in the rows box and columns box to specify whether you want the selected cell to span more than one column or row.

	Header style
	Centers the text in the cell and sets its style to bold.

	Nonbreaking
	Keeps the text from wrapping to the next line. Text will wrap to the next line only if you insert a paragraph break.

	Use Color
	Lets you choose a background color for the table, row, or cell. Click Other, at the bottom of the color palette, to define a custom color.

	Use Image
	Lets you use an image as the table, row, or cell background. Type the location and filename of the image you want to use. Click Choose Image to find an image on your hard disk or network.

	Leave image at the original location
	If you use a background image, Composer makes a copy of the image and places it in the same directory (folder) as your page. If you don't want a copy made, click this option.

	Extra HTML
	Displays a dialog box where users familiar with HTML and JavaScript can add tags that further define the table.


Adding and Deleting rows, Columns, and Cells

To add a row, column, or cell:

1. Click in the table where you want the addition

2. Insert menu

3. Table
4. Choose Row, Column, or Cell
To delete a row, column, or cell:

1. Click in the row, column, or cell to delete

2. Edit menu

3. Delete Table
4. Choose Row, Column, or Cell
Changing the Columns Width:

1. Click in the column

2. Format menu

3. Table Info
4. Click on the Table tab – make sure Equal Column Width is turned OFF
5. Click on the Cell tab

6. Change cell width and click on OK
Inserting Images

You can insert .gif (clipart) and .jpeg/.jpg (pictures) images.

To Insert an Image:

1. Insert menu

2. Image
3. Click on Choose File button

4. Find the image and click on Open
To Size the Image:

1. Double-click on the image

2. On the Image tab in the Dimension area, click on Custom Size
3. Click on Constrain
4. Change the height to a larger or smaller number.  Notice how the width automatically changes. This is because Constrain is on, which keeps the image in proportion.

5. Click on OK.

Standard Toolbar





Formatting Toolbar





Style





Bulleted List





Numbered List





Decrease & Increase Indents





Alignment








PAGE  

