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Mathematics teaching and learning are realized within a historical system
that comprises norms regarding school participants’ behavior, school and
classroom organization and the larger socio-cultural conditions in which
schools reside.
As an institutional environment, schools function according to rules and pro-
cedures that give meaning to school participants’ experiences. These routines
and procedures (e.g., reciting the pledge of allegiance, taking attendance, as-
signing detention, grading homework) are easily documented, but they are
merely superficial aspects of classroom life.
Mathematics lessons are shaped by institutional imperatives and they carry
social messages about values, power and authority. With this view in mind,

t“What IS algebra 11?”

THow does the social construction of an instantiation of
algebra Il constitute and belie the cultural and institutional
patterns of schooling?

TWhat does algebra 11 mean to high school students?
TWhat sense do they make of their experiences in math
class?

TWhat is the significance of their experiences?

Professor Crockett’s talk will focus on the perspectives that inform
the questions, data collection, and some preliminary analysis.
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