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Patrick Devlieger received a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Illinois and was a 

research assistant with the Transition Research Institute. Currently, he teaches at the  
University of Leuven (Belgium). Publications include ‘Rethinking Disability’ (2003) and 

Blindness and the Multi-Sensorial City (2006).  
 

Dr. Devlieger will review some of the scripts that young people with mild  
intellectual disabilities formulated as they were transitioning into adult life 
based on ethnographic life history research in 1993-1994. A script is a  
retrospective view on how life took some turns up to the big turn into adult 
life. Some ethnographic life histories will serve as exemplary cases.  
 
The presentation will also include a review of how scripts were rewritten over 
the course of ten years based on ethnographic interviews in 2007. In particular, 
we reflect on the impact of agency (the person-self), community settings and 
experiences, and the workings of history to interpret how people (re)define 
themselves. 


