GRADUATE SUPPORT at UIUC

Graduate students in the Department of Educational Psychology often obtain funding support from teaching assistantships, research assistantships, and graduate assistantships.  Assistantship appointments between 25% and 67%, inclusive, provide waivers of full tuition. Such appointments also carry full exemption from the service fee. Assistants who have tuition and service fee waivers for the spring semester are granted comparable waivers for the succeeding summer term(s) if they do not carry summer appointments above 67 percent. Assistants with waivers receive basic dental and vision coverage at no charge, but must pay about $650 per semester in other fees. 

The basic salary rates for a 9 month appointment for these positions this year are:


For graduate students working on a masters:


50% appointment:
$11,866 annually with a tuition and fee waiver


25% appointment:
$  5,933 annually with a tuition and fee waiver


For graduate students with a masters, working on a Ph.D.:


50% appointment:
$13,163 annually with a tuition and fee waiver


25% appointment:
$  6,582 annually with a tuition and fee waiver

Summer funding is sometimes available and is paid at the same rate.  These salary levels are expected to rise for next year, though the actual amount is not yet determined.

TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS within the department open up in mid-March for next fall’s positions.  You will be able to find out about the available positions by consulting our web site around mid-March.
RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS come open at all times during the year, depending on when faculty obtain grant funding.  These positions are usually announced by email to all faculty and students.  If you are interested in knowing if a particular faculty member is expecting some type of grant support, you should contact the faculty member directly and ask about possible research assistantships.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS vary widely in scope, and most of these are outside of the department.  Examples of campus units who hire GAs are the Dean of Students office, the Counseling Center, McKinley Health Center, and the housing office.  Position openings can be found on the Graduate Student Advisory Council site: http://www.grad.uiuc.edu/clearinghouse/start.cfm

TUITION AND FEE WAIVERS are available for several students each semester, awarded through the Department of Educational Psychology on a competitive basis.  If interested, you apply for these at the beginning of each semester by submitting your vita to the Associate Chair of the department.

AWARDS ADMINISTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY

Information on scholarships and fellowships can be found on the Graduate College web site (http://www.grad.uiuc.edu/index.htm).
UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIPS: Students in all fields of graduate study are eligible. Most departments have an allocation of University Fellowship funds. The nature of the fellowships varies from department to department; some consist of fellowship stipends only while others are augmented by assistantship stipends, but all include waivers of all tuition and the service fee. University Fellows also receive basic dental and vision coverage at no charge.

GRADUATE COLLEGE FELLOWSHIPS: The principal purpose of the program is to increase minority enrollment in the areas of study where minorities have been traditionally underrepresented. These fellowships are awarded to students in all fields who are entering their first year of graduate work. Graduate College Fellows receive one to three years of support, which may - with the permission of the department and the Graduate College - be supplemented with a teaching, research, or graduate assistantship. The stipend is $8,000 to $15,000 for ten months depending upon area of study, plus a waiver of all tuition and the service fee. Graduate College Fellows also receive basic dental and vision coverage at no charge. Departments must agree to provide a second year of support for students with one-year awards if their progress has been satisfactory. Students with multi-year fellowships are supported by their departments for the duration of their programs, provided their academic progress is satisfactory.

ILLINOIS DISTINGUISHED FELLOWSHIPS: These three-year, 12-month fellowships provide $17,000 stipends to entering students with the very highest academic qualifications. The fellowship includes a waiver of full tuition and the service fee as well as basic dental and vision coverage. Twelve to 15 are awarded each year.

SCOTT FELLOWSHIPS: These three-year, 12-month fellowships provide $17,000 stipends to entering students with the very highest academic qualifications. The fellowship includes a waiver of full tuition and the service fee as well as basic dental and vision coverage. One to three are awarded each year.

DIFFENBAUGH FELLOWSHIP: The Diffenbaugh Fellowship Fund, established in 1976 by Harry J. Diffenbaugh, provides fellowships for graduate students who are or were residents of the State of Missouri. At least one fellowship of up to $15,000 for the nine-month academic year will be awarded. The Diffenbaugh Fellow's tuition and service fee will also be waived, and the department may also provide the Fellow with assistantship support up to 50%. The Diffenbaugh Fellowship is open to all legal residents of the State of Missouri as well as to any graduate of a high school, college, or university located in the State of Missouri. Preference will be given to incoming students, but continuing students are also eligible. 
 
FEDERAL WORK STUDY ASSISTANTSHIPS: Some assistantship funding is available for graduate students who can pass the financial need test for the Federal Work Study program. Applicants must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form. At the time of application (usually March), a student must have an assistantship position assured by the appointing department. Information is available from the Fellowship Office.

OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT GRADUATE FINANCIAL AID

LOANS: Graduate students may also apply for loans and/or hourly Federal Work Study positions through the Office of Student Financial Aid, Student Services Arcade, 620 East John Street, Champaign, IL 61820; 333-0100. URL:  http://www.osfa.uiuc.edu. Note that loans and hourly applications are made separately from applications for fellowships or assistantships.

RESOURCES: An excellent Web site, www.finaid.org, helps students locate sources of financial aid. The United States Department of Education's Student Financial Aid Guide can be found at www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide/. Fellowship opportunities and general information about graduate school can be found on the Council of Graduate Schools Web site at www.cgsnet.org/ResourcesforStudents/index.htm. The Illinois Researcher Information Service (IRIS) maintains an extensive database with information on fellowship programs at www.library.uiuc.edu/iris/. The campus Office of International Programs and Studies compiles an International Opportunities Bulletin, which may be requested by contacting Ms. Lori Williamson at loriwill@uiuc.edu or (217) 244-1724. The Graduate College Office of Minority Affairs, (217) 333-4860, provides assistance to students from groups traditionally underrepresented in graduate study. The Annual Register for Grant Support, published by Marquis Academic Media, is available for use in the Fellowship Office, 209 Coble Hall, and in most libraries.  
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