School Letterhead

Date

Professor  xxxx
College of Education

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Champaign, IL 61820

Dear Professor XXXX:

I am pleased to commit the support of name of the school or school district as a partner in your research project, “Project XXXXX (Advancement of Students' Sense-making by Elementary Teachers in Science)”. Our school shares your commitment to providing the best possible teaching and learning opportunities for all students. You have outlined to us your proposed plan of research regarding how teachers support students in making sense of the investigations that they carry out as part of the school science curriculum. We believe this is an important area of investigation as we want all of our students to understand what science is. The findings could have significant implications for the education of our students. We are very interested in collaborating with you. 

We understand that our commitment to your project will involve: 

· Identifying master and induction teachers who would be willing to work with you

· Teachers will participate in a series of interviews and classroom observations (including video). They will share planning materials if appropriate and complete a series of short written reflections of the observed lessons. Teachers will make available samples of student work connected to the observed lessons

· One interview with each teacher's principal or science coordinator (20-30 minutes; more if multiple teachers per school in order to develop a complete understanding of the district, school and classroom teaching philosophies

We understand that the research project will be responsible for providing:

· copies of permission letters, 

· teacher stipends for participation 

· school stipend and

· a report of the project results to parents and teachers.

We are look forward to collaborating with you and your colleagues on this important project.

Sincerely,

__ Name of school/ district administrator____
__ Title of school/district administrator ____
